Park History

Believed to be descended from the Chugach
Eskimo, the indigenous inhabitants of this area
harvested sustenance from Kachemak Bay'’s
diverse riches including fish, shellfish, marine
mammals, and birds. Archaeological remains show
evidence of thriving culture and traditions, but
around 500 A.D. these people left the bay; their
motives remain undiscovered. However, Kachemak
Bay did not remain untapped by humans for long.
By the time of European exploration, the area was
the territory of the Dena’ina Athabascans.

Before the establishment of the park, the land
"across the bay” was a place of natural beauty,
solitude, and recreation for the people of Homer.
When Kachemak Bay State Park was designated in
June 1970, it became Alaska’s very first state park.
People quickly took to the park, making it one of
Alaska’s most loved backcountry destinations, and
over the years legislative actions added acreage
and a wilderness park. Today, there are nearly

400,000 acres of land within the parks, every one
of them the result of concerned lawmakers and
grassroots citizen action to preserve and protect
this marvelous corner of the Alaskan landscape.

For More Information

Homer Ranger Station
(907) 235-7024
Marine VHF Ch. 16

Kenai Area Office
PO Box 1247
Soldotna, AK 99669
(907) 262-5581

www.alaskastateparks.org
www.alaskastatetrails.org

Grewingk Glacier Lake
Photo courtesy of Emily Lochart
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Alaska State Parks

Welcome

Alaska’s first state park and only wilderness park
together encompass nearly 400,000 breathtaking
acres of mountains, glaciers, forest, coastline,

and ocean. The park boasts an unmatched

variety of habitats, wildlife, and recreational
opportunities including: fishing, hunting, kayaking,
beachcombing, camping, and hiking on over 85
miles of trails leading into the backcountry. Go
where no road can take you, and set your course
for one of the wildest and most remote state parks
in the wildest and most remote state.

Kite surfing in Kachemak Bay
Photo courtesy of Emily Lochart
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Reservations for this popular cabin at China Poot
Lake, and others, are first come, first served.
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Trail Descriptions

For more information on trails in Kachemak Bay
State Park, including detailed camping and water
availability, visit www.alaskastateparks.org and
www.alaskastatetrails.org

Emerald Lake Loop Trail ‘

Access: Grewingk Glacier Trails or Humpy Creek
Trailhead

Distance: 12.6-mile loop

Travel Means: Foot

Elevation Gain: 2,800 feet

This trail accesses beautiful Emerald Lake and its
alpine surroundings. The trail climbs to Portlock
Plateau for fantastic views of Kachemak Bay. Look
for bears and mountain goats on the high ridges.

Grewingk Glacier Trails ‘

Access: Glacier Spit Trailhead, Humpy Creek
Trailhead or Emerald Lake Loop Trail.

Distance: Grewingk Tram Spur Trail, 1 mile; Blue Ice
Trail, 1.9 miles

Travel Means: Foot

Elevation Gain: 500 feet

Blue Ice Trail offers the only developed access to
a glacier in Kachemak Bay State Park. At Grewingk
Creek, there is a hand-operated cable car pulley
system that requires two people for operation.
Caution: Unless properly trained and outfitted for
glacial travel, do not climb on ice or in ice caves.

Glacier Lake Trail .

Access: Glacier Spit Trailhead or Saddle Trailhead
Distance: 3.2 miles one way to Grewingk Glacier
Lake from Glacier Spit Trailhead

Travel Means: Foot

Elevation Gain: 200 feet

This trail crosses flat terrain and ends at the broad,
open beaches of Grewingk Glacier Lake. The trail
comprises a popular route joined by the Saddle and
Grewingk Glacier trails.

China Poot Lake Trail .

Access: Halibut Cove Lagoon

Distance: 2.8 miles one way to China Poot Lake
Travel Means: Foot

Elevation Gain: 500 feet

This popular trail gently climbs through the forest
and over a low ridge, passing two small lakes where
common loons are often seen and blueberries are
plentiful in August.

Moose Valley Trail ‘

Access: North end at mile 1.0 China Poot Lake Trail
or south end at mile 0.8 Poot Peak South Trail.
Distance: 6.7 miles

Travel Means: Foot

Elevation Gain: 1,200 feet (traveling southward)

This trail passes along the shore of Two Loon Lake,
ascends through forested ridges and valleys, and
then opens into Moose Valley's meadows. Look
for high waterfalls beyond the log footbridge over
Moose Valley Creek. Be attentive—tall grasses can
obscure trail markers.
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Poot Peak Trails ‘

Access: China Poot Lake Trail to China Poot Lake
Distance: 4.3 miles North to South Trail loop with
summit

Travel Means: Foot

Elevation Gain: 2,430 feet

There are two routes that branch off the
Wosnesenski River Trail to the summit of Poot
Peak. The north route is very steep and is not
maintained. The south route is not as difficult
and is maintained, but it is longer than the north
route. Both trails lead to the Summit Spur Trail.
Only hikers with rock climbing training should
continue beyond this point—climbing the peak is
hazardous due to shifting scree and falling rock.

Wosnesenski River Trail ‘

Access: China Poot Lake Campsite, Haystack
Trailhead

Distance: 11.3 miles one way

Travel Means: Foot

Elevation Gain: 900 feet

Beginning from the Poot Peak Trail, this route
winds through forests, meadows and bogs, up
and over a low ridge, and into the Wosnesenski
River Valley. The Wosnesenski River is a glacial
river, braided with gravel flats on either side; this
is a highly scenic area with sweeping vistas of
mountains and glaciers, and a spectacular
600-foot waterfall.

Sadie Knob Trail .

Access: North Eldred Trailhead, South Eldred
Trailhead. Please respect private property south of
these two trailheads.

Distance: North route, 1.6 miles; South route,

1.9 miles; ridge trail to Sadie Knob, 2.6 miles
Travel Means: Foot

Elevation Gain: 2,200 feet

This trail accesses an alpine ridge between Sadie
Cove and Kachemak Bay. The North and the

South routes connect the north and south ends of
Eldred Passage—both join the ridge route at Quiet
Creek. The trail follows the ridgeline to Sadie Knob
where hikers can enjoy superb and expansive 360°
views of Kachemak Bay. Caution: Vertical cliffs and
rugged country! Clouds often shroud the trail,
limiting visibility to under 50 feet making it easy
to lose the trail. Wait for clouds to lift so you can
spot trail markers in tricky areas.

Grace Ridge Trail ‘

Access: North end at Kayak Beach Campsite or
south end at South Grace Ridge Trailhead
Distance: 8.9 miles one way

Travel Means: Foot

Elevation Gain: 3,100 feet

This hike offers stunning views of Eldred Passage,
Sadie Peak, Cook Inlet volcanoes and beyond.
Watch for mountain goats, black bears, and
golden and bald eagles.



